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EXTRACTS. 


At  a Yearly  Meeting  held  in  Philadelphia , by  Adjourn - 
ments  from  the  1 iSth  of  the  Fourth  month  to  the  IQth  of 
the  same , inclusive , 1866. 

Eighteenth  of  the  month  and  Fourth  of  the  week. 

Reports  were  received  from  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  giv- 
ing the  result  of  the  enquiries  in  their  subordinate  branches 
on  the  subject  of  education.  It  appears  from  them  that 
there  are  1188  children  of  a suitable  age  to  go  to  school ; 
132  of  whom  attend  select  schools ; 226  have  been  at  West- 
town  ; 133  attend  schools  taught  by  members,  but  not 
select;  191  attend  schools  under  the  care  of  Preparative 
Meetings;  134  were  either  taught  at  home  or  in  family 
schools;  9 were  at  Haverford,  making  825  who  have  been 
at  schools  under  the  care  of  teachers  who  are  members  ; 
221  have  attended  Public  District  Schools ; 96  at  schools 
not  taught  by  members ; 9 at  Subscription  Schools,  together, 
326  who  have  been  at  schools  not  taught  by  members ; 26 
were  temporarily  absent;  7 whose  situation  as  regards 
schools  was  not  known,  and  4 have  not  been  at  any  school 
during  the  year.  The  care  of  the  meetings  in  forwarding 
these  accounts  is  satisfactory,  and  the  large  number  of 
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children  who  have  been  under  the  tuition  of  Friends,  gives 
rise  to  the  hope  that  the  concern  for  the  guarded  education 
of  the  children  is  increasing  among  our  members.  The 
subject  is  again  referred  to  the  attention  of  Quarterly 
and  Monthly  Meetings,  who  are  desired  to  send  up  next 
year  the  number  of  children  of  suitable  age  to  attend  school 
and  how  they  are  disposed  of  as  regards  their  literary  in- 
struction. 


Enquiry  has  been  made  in  all  the  meetings  respecting 
the  use  of  Spirituous  Liquors.  From  the  reports  we  are 
informed  that  in  one  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  the  mem- 
bers neither  use  the  article  nor  furnish  it  to  others.  Only 
one  is  reported  to  use  it  in  each  of  three  other  meetings. 
There  are  altogether  36  who  have  used  it  as  a drink 
during  the  year,  most  of  whom,  it  is  believed,  partake  of  it 
only  occasionally — 6 of  this  number,  and  one  other,  have 
furnished  it  to  others — one  of  them  gave  it  only  in  a single 
instance.  To  most  of  those  who  have  used  it  labor  has  been 
extended.  It  is  very  gratifying  and  encouraging  to  find 
the  number  much  smaller  than  for  sixteen  years  past. 
Notwithstanding  this  is  the  case,  in  view  of  the  very  sad 
and  destructive  consequences  which  often  follow  an  indul- 
gence in  this  pernicious  article,  the  meeting  concluded  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  Monthly  Meetings  to  omit  the  care 
and  labor  which  has  heretofore  been  so  advantageously  ex- 
tended. Those  meetings  are  therefore  desired  to  report 
next  year  the  number  who  use  it  as  a drink,  or  give  it  to 
others  for  that  purpose,  also,  whether  labor  has  been  bestow- 
ed to  induce  such  to  abandon  the  practice. 

The  Committee  who  have  charge  of  the  Boarding  School 
at  Westtown,  produced  a favorable  report  of  the  state  of 
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that  Institution.  It  is  satisfactory  that  the  children  of  so 
large  a number  of  our  members  partake  of  the  advantages 
conferred  at  that  Seminary.  It  is  the  desire  of  this  meeting 
that  the  Committee  as  well  as  the  teachers  and  caretakers, 
may  exercise  a watchful,  religious  care  over  the  Institution, 
keeping  steadily  in  view  the  original  object  of  its  establish- 
ment, that  of  furnishing  an  education  consistent  with  our 
religious  principles.  The  proposition  to  advance  the  price 
of  board  and  tuition  to  $70  per  session  for  the  members  of 
this  Yearly  Meeting,  and  $75  for  others,  is  approved,  to 
take  effect  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  and 
the  Committee  is  authorized  to  reduce  this  charge  as  soon 
as  the  income  will  warrant  it.  The  report  is  as  follows  : — 


TO  THE  YEARLY  MEETING. 


The  Committee  who  have  charge  of  the  Boarding  School 
at  Westtown , report  : 

That  in  the  Winter  Session  of  1864-65,  there  were  at  the 
Institution  128  Boys  and  120  Girls,  and  in  the  Summer 
Term  96  Boys  and  120  Girls,  making  the  average  number 
for  the  year  232,  which  is  22  greater  than  the  average  of 
the  preceding  year.  There  were  152  new  admissions  during 
the  year,  viz ; 87  Boys  and  65  Girls. 

The  expenses  chargeable  to  the  year  ending  Tenth  mo., 
16th,  1865,  were  as  follows  : 

For  Provisions, 

“ Salaries  and  Wages, 

“ Fuel,  Furniture,  &c., 

“ Repairs  and  Improvements, 
u Incidental  expenses, 


$18,715  11 
12,085  83 
5,641  03 
1,008  18 
817  35 


$37,767  50 
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The  sum  stated  above  as  expended  for  repairs  and  im- 
provements, is  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  sundry  improvements 
amounting  to  more  than  $1500,  which  has  been  paid  for  by 
private  contributions. 


The  charges  for  Board  and  Tuition  were, 

$24,806 

87 

The  Profits  on  Stationery  and  other  Merchan- 

dise,  ..... 

719 

73 

Together  making, 

$25,526 

60 

And  leaving  a deficiency  on  these  accounts  of, 

12,240 

90 

Towards  paying  which  we  have  : 

The  Estimated  Profits  of  the  Farm, 

$3,482 

12 

Rents  of  Tenements,  Saw  and  Grist  Mill, 

after  deducting  Repairs,  . 

338 

97 

Income  of  Fund  for  General  Purposes, 

3,138 

78 

Income  of  Fund  for  Paying  Salaries, 

1,174 

02 

And  the  Appropriation  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 

ing,  ..... 

800 

00 

Together  making, 

$8,933 

89 

Showing  a net  loss  to  the  Institution  on  the 

transactions  of  the  year  of, 

$3,307 

01 

The  average  cost  of  each  scholar  for  the  year,  as  deduced 
from  the  above  data,  was  $162  79.  The  assistance  derived 
from  the  incomes  of  the  Funds,  the  profits  of  the  Farm,  &c., 
amounted  to  $38  50  per  pupil,  and  the  net  loss  was  at  the 
rate  of  $14  25  on  each  scholar.  In  our  Report  of  last  year 
it  was  stated  that  the  cost  per  pupil  for  the  year  ending  in 
the  following  Tenth  month,  would  probably  be  $162  00  i 
and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  actual  cost  was 
but  79  cents  greater  than  that  estimate. 
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The  net  balance  against  the  Institution  from  the  transac- 
tions of  the  last  three  years,  as  shown  by  the  foregoing 
statement  and  our  two  previous  reports,  is  $2,725  28.  In 
addition  to  this  loss,  the  high  prices  have  occasioned  a 
large  increase  in  the  amount  of  working  capital  required, 
both  for  conducting  the  Farm  and  the  Boarding  School ; 
to  provide  which,  and  to  pay  the  net  loss  above  stated,  we 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  using  money  belonging  to 
the  fund  for  General  Purposes,  to  the  extent  of  $8,077  59. 

It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  that  the  charge  for 
Board  and  Tuition  is  still  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  Institution.  The  Committee  therefore  propose,  if  ap- 
proved by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to  raise  the  price  to  $70  per 
Session  for  our  own  members,  and  to  $75  for  members  of 
other  Yearly  Meetings;  this  change  to  take  effect  the  next 
Session,  and  the  Committee  to  be  at  liberty  to  reduce  the 
charge  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem 
advisable. 

We  have  felt  some  reluctance  in  coming  to  this  conclu- 
sion : for  while  we  believe  that  under  existing  circumstances 
the  proposed  advance  cannot  properly  be  avoided,  we  are 
aware  that  to  some  of  our  members  it  will  make  an  im- 
portant difference.  We  hope,  however,  that  none  will  be 
thereby  prevented  from  partaking  of  the  benefits  of  the  In- 
stitution ; and  that  parents  will  make  every  reasonable  ex- 
ertion and  sacrifice,  in  order  to  secure  for  their  children,  so 
far  as  circumstances  will  justify,  the  advantages  of  a school 
where  their  principles  and  associations  are  cared  for,  as  well 
as  their  literary  advancement;  for  what  can  money  pur- 
chase for  our  children  of  more  real  value  to  them  than  a 
religiously  guarded  education  ? 

Notwithstanding  the  size  of  the  school  during  the  past 
year,  the  pupils  have  been  favored  with  an  unusual  degree 


of  health  ; not  more  than  two  cases  of  serious  sickness 
having  occurred  among  them  within  that  period. 

While  the  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  prohibit  the 
occasional  furnishing  of  eatables  from  home  for  the  use  of 
the  children  between  meals,  we  have  feared  lest  of  latter 
time  there  is  a growing  tendency  to  exceed  those  bounds  of 
moderation  to  which  we  would  wish  to  confine  the  practice. 
There  are  frequent  instances  in  which,  both  as  to  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  articles  thus  sent,  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  health  of  the  children  had  greater  care 
been  observed  on  the  part  of  their  friends.  Indeed,  several 
serious  objections  might  be  urged  against  the  practice  al- 
together. We  would,  however,  especially  desire  that  at 
and  near  the  time  called  Christmas,  as  well  as  New  Year’s 
day,  the  usual  supply  may  not  be  increased  ; believing  that, 
apart  from  the  advantage  arising  to  the  children  in  point 
of  health,  such  a course  would  be  more  in  accordance  with 
our  well-known  objections  as  a religious  Society,  to  the 
popular  mode  of  observing  “ days  and  times.” 

It  would  facilitate  the  arrangements  always  needful  to 
be  made  before  the  opening  of  a new  Session,  if  Friends 
wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Gratuitous  Funds  would 
apply  before  the  middle  of  the  Sixth  and  Twelfth  months. 
Such  are  also  desired  to  furnish  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Admissions,  through  whom  their  application 
is  made,  with  a memorandum  of  the  name  of  the  child  and 
its  parents,  the  age,  place  of  residence,  and  the  meeting  of 
which  he  or  she  is  a member;  also,  whether  they  have 
ever  been  at  the  School,  and  if  so,  how  long. 

The  Committee  were  gratified  to  observe  the  promptness 
with  which  the  pupils  arrived  at  the  opening  of  the  past 
Session.  Their  proper  classification  in  their  studies  is 
hereby  greatly  aided,  as  well  as  that  early  settlement  in 
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the  routine  of  daily  duties,  which  is  always  desirable.  We 
are  also  glad  to  remark  that,  with  few  exceptions,  less  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  than  has  sometimes  been  the 
case  from  the  bringing  of  unsuitable  clothing  to  the  School. 
Since  our  rules  upon  this  subject  are  well  understood,  we 
trust  that  those  sending;  children  will  maintain  a care  to 
conform  to  them.  The  officers  would  thus  be  spared  no 
little  trouble  in  making  the  needful  alterations  in  the  gar- 
ments; while  we  cannot  but  believe  the  best  interests  of 
the  children  would  often  thereby  be  promoted,  as  well  as 
their  right  settlement  under  the  regulations  of  the  School. 

It  would  scarcely  be  just  to  the  pupils  or  their  caretak- 
ers, did  we  not  refer  to  the  uniform  good  order  and  ready 
compliance  with  the  established  rules  which  have  marked 
the  past  year.  This  improvement  has  been  especially  no- 
ticeable in  the  Boys’  department,  and  may  be  attributed 
mainly  to  a laudable  disposition  on  their  parts  to  comply 
with  the  wholesome  restraints  of  the  Institution,  not  so 
much  through  fear  of  punishment,  as  from  a sense  of  their 
own  responsibilities  and  duty.  The  labors  and  anxieties  of 
their  teachers  are  thereby  much  lightened,  and  as  a natural 
result,  their  own  feelings  of  self-respect  have  been  raised, 
accompanied,  we  doubt  not,  with  the  inward  reward  of  well- 
doing. 

In  the  regular  meetings  for  worship,  as  well  as  the  more 
frequent  collections  of  the  scholars  for  the  reading  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  an  evidence  has  been  from  time  to  time 
granted  that  the  Good  Hand  has  been  near  to  the  tendering 
of  many  hearts,  and  we  trust  the  furthering  of  His  gracious 
work  within.  As  these  seasons  of  divine  favor  are  improv- 
ed, we  can  but  believe  that  lasting  impressions  will  continue 
to  be  made  on  not  a few  of  the  rising  generation,  strength- 
ening them  for  the  work  of  their  day.  And  that  this  in- 
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teresting  Institution  will,  in  the  language  of  one  of  its 
founders,  prove  indeed  11  an  heritage  which  the  Lord  will 
bless.” 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Committee. 

Sam’l  Morris,  Clerk. 

Phila .,  Fourth  mo.  Qth,  1866. 

A report  of  the  Committee  for  the  gradual  civilization 
and  improvement  of  the  Indians  was  read,  furnishing  an 
encouraging  account  of  the  benefits  the  Boarding  School  at 
Tunessassah  is  conferring  on  the  children  of  that  people. 
The  care  extended  by  the  Committee  during  the  past  year 
to  this  concern,  and  their  enquiries  into  the  condition  of  other 
tribes  than  that  heretofore  under  their  care;  also,  the  ac- 
count of  the  general  improvement  of  the  Indians  in  the 
State  of  New  York  is  satisfactory.  It  is  desired  they  may 
continue  to  render  such  further  assistance  to  this  people  as 
will  comport  with  the  benevolent  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment. If  any  Friend  and  his  wife  feel  their  minds  drawn 
to  take  charge  of  the  farm  and  family  at  Tunessassah,  it  is 
hoped  they  will  communicate  their  prospects  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  report  is  as  follows,  viz  : — 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Committee  for  the  civilization  and  improvement  of 
the  Indians,  report  : — 

That  during  the  past  year  there  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  family  at  Tunessassah,  except  that  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Catharine  Lee,  who  returned  to  her  home  in 
the  Third  month  last.  The  vacancy  thus  created  in  the 
School,  which  for  several  years  has  been  under  her  suc- 
cessful management,  has  been  temporarily  filled,  and  we 
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are  pleased  to  add  that  our  friend,  Thomasin  Valentine,  has 
recently  returned  to  Tunessassah,  with  the  full  approbation 
of  the  Committee. 

The  Boarding  School  has  been  continued  during  the 
past  year,  and  so  conducted,  as  not  only  to  furnish  the 
children  with  literary  instruction  adapted  to  their  years, 
but  also  with  habits  of  industry,  and  a knowledge  of  the 
necessary  business  pertaining  to  civilized  life,  aud  we  be- 
lieve is  answering  the  purpose  of  its  institution  as  fully  at 
the  present  time  as  at  any  previous  period.  The  number 
of  children  at  present  attending  the  School,  being  nearly 
the  same  as  last  reported,  to  wit  : twenty  girls  aud  three 
boys,  whose  improvement  and  general  conduct  is  represented 
as  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  The  experience  of  each 
succeeding  year  confirms  the  conviction  that  this  method 
of  educating  the  Indians,  produces  more  substantial  and 
valuable  results  than  any  hitherto  attempted  by  us.  While 
the  want  of  larger  accommodations  at  Tunessassah  is  to  be 
regretted,  it  is  an  evidence  of  increasing  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  natives  in  the  education  of  their  children,  that  more 
applications  continue  to  be  made  than  we  can  receive  with 
our  present  facilities. 

The  saw-mill  has  been  running  more  steadily  than  usual, 
although  during  the  winter  the  ice  has  greatly  obstructed 
the  sawing,  yet  there  was  on  hand  at  the  last  account, 
some  50,000  feet  of  hemlock  lumber,  and  upwards  of  400 
logs  had  been  hauled  to  the  mill  in  readiness  for  cutting. 

A fruitful  and  increasing  source  of  difficulty,  and  one 
which  has  greatly  impeded  our  success  on  the  Allegheny 
reservation,  where  our  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  the  Indians,  have  been  latterly  directed,  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  not  only  is  that  reservation  entirely  surrounded 
by  white  people,  but  that  a large  majority  of  the  popula- 
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tion  on  the  upper  part  of  it  is  composed  of  that  class.  If 
we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past,  there  is  every 
reason  to  fear  that  the  existing  perplexities  and  difficulties 
will  be  greatly  increased,  and  unless  in  some  way  guarded 
against,  will  result  most  injuriously  to  this  poor  people. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  Fourth  month  last, 
with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  present  condition  of  the 
Indian  tribes  still  remaining  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
presented  a detailed  and  satisfactory  account  of  their  en- 
quiries and  labours  whilst  amongst  them,  informing  that 
they  had  visited  on  their  respective  reservations  the  follow- 
ing tribes,  to  wit:  the  Onondagoes,  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras, 
Tonawandas,  St.  Begis,  Shinnecocks  and  the  Senecas 
at  Allegheny  and  Oattaragus.  In  every  instance  they  were 
kindly  received,  and  there  seemed  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  visit  was  timely.  In  their  report  they  state  that 
according  to  the  census  of  1855,  the  total  number  of  In- 
dians in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  3,934,  and  by  that  of 
1865,  the  number  is  estimated  at  4,972,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  1,038,  which  is  about  27  per  cent.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  compared  with  what  it  was  70  years 
ago,  when  Friends  and  others  first  commenced  their  la- 
bours among  them,  is  undoubtedly  greatly  improved. 
Some  may  think  there  ought  to  be  greater  evidences  of 
progress,  considering  how  much  has  been  done  for  them, 
but  we  should  bear  in  mind,  that  the  transition  from  a 
barbarous  to  a civilized  state,  is  necessarily  slow.  We  are 
not  aware  that  among  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  any 
country,  it  has  ever  been  otherwise.  In  treating  with 
such,  the  strong  prejudices  and  superstitions  incident  to 
ignorance,  and  the  example  and  teaching  of  their  forefathers 
has  to  be  overcome,  the  hereditary  disinclination  to  obtain  their 
living  by  patient  toil  is  also  to  be  surmounted,  as  well  as  their 
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reluctance  to  learn  the  English  language.  Never  having 
enjoyed  the  advantages  which  education  confers,  it  could 
not  be  expected  they  would  immediately  appreciate  the 
benefit  it  would  be  to  their  children  ; consequently,  efforts 
for  the  instruction  of  the  young  are  thwarted  by  the  in- 
difference of  the  parents  and  their  unwillingness  to  send 
them,  or  keep  them  at  school.  Never  having  been 
restrained  from  the  indulgence  of  their  natural  propensities 
themselves,  they  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  restraining 
their  children,  and  they  consequently  grow  up,  with  little 
if  any  right  parental  control,  and  when  obliged  to  provide 
for  themselves,  their  exertions  are  not  steady,  but  influenced 
by  the  necessities  of  the  day,  with  very  little  concern  for 
the  future. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  these  obstructions  and  counteract- 
ing causes,  we  see  that  within  a period  of  two  generations, 
through  the  adoption  of  the  principles  of  Christianity  by 
many — the  influence  of  the  schools  so  liberally  established 
by  the  State  of  New  York,  the  efforts  of  benevolent  in- 
dividuals and  other  causes,  there  has  been  a marked  im- 
provement in  their  social  habits,  and  much  progress  is 
apparent,  both  in  the  variety  and  amount  of  the  comforts 
and  conveniencies  of  civilized  life  which  many  of  them 
enjoy. 

In  view  of  the  change  which  has  been  made,  may  we 
not  hope  that  the  most  trying  period  in  their  transition 
state  has  now  passed,  and  that  hereafter  their  progress  will 
be  accelerated  by  the  effect  of  the  examples  among  them- 
selves of  purity  of  life,  which  vital  Christianity  produces, 
as  well  as  that  temporal  prosperity  which  is  induced  by 
patient  industry,  guided  by  virtue  and  intelligence. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  from  which  we  have  made 
the  preceding  extract,  was,  on  being  read,  approved  and 
9. 
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united  with,  and  it  being  apprehended  that  the  informa- 
tion  therein  contained  would  prove  instructive  to  many  of 
our  fellow  members,  and  interesting  to  them  and  others 
who  compassionate  the  injuries  and  hardships  to  which  the 
Indian  race  have  been  subjected,  and  who  rejoice  in 
learning  of  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  they  were 
requested  to  prepare  the  same  for  publication,  together  with 
such  parts  of  a former  report  made  by  them  on  the  same 
subject  last  year,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Abner  Woolman  and  his  daughter  Abigail  requesting  to 
be  released  from  their  engagement,  the  Committee  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  the  application  of  a Friend  and  his 
wife,  who  may  feel  their  minds  drawn  to  spend  some  time 
at  Tunessassah,  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  design  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indians. 

It  appears  from  the  report  on  the  Treasurer’s  account, 
that  he  had  in  his  hand,  on  the  1st  of  Third  mo.,  $272.82 
in  cash,  and  securities  amounting  to  $16,236.66. 

Signed  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

Thomas  Wistar,  Clerk. 

Philadelphia , Fourth  mo.  12 th,  1866. 

Nineteenth  of  the  Month  and  Fifth  of  the  Week . 

The  Committee  to  examine  and  settle  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count, made  the  following  report,  which  was  approved.  The 
Quarterly  Meetings  are  desired  to  forward  in  due  season 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  meeting,  their  respective  quotas 
of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  raised,  viz.  : — 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  settle  the  ac- 
count of  Samuel  Mason,  Treasurer,  being  all  present,  have 
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examined  the  statement  presented  by  him,  and  after  com- 
paring his  payments  with  his  vouchers,  find  the  account 
correct,  there  being  a balance  in  his  hands,  due  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  of  twenty-seven  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and 
forty-five  cents,  ($2,745.45,)  the  quotas  of  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  having  been  all  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Committee  proposed  that  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars  be  raised  for  the  use  of  the  meeting  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

Carlton  P.  Stokes, 
William  Kinsey. 

Philadelphia , Fourth  mo.  18 th,  1866. 


As  the  state  of  the  subordinate  branches  of  this  meeting 
has  been  brought  before  it  by  the  reading  of  the  Queries 
and  the  answers  thereto,  it  has  been  introduced  into  a fer- 
vent concern,  not  only  on  account  of  deficiencies  manifested 
in  many  particulars,  but  for  those  who  give  rise  to  the  com- 
plaints of  unfaithfulness.  A like  concern  has  also  been  felt 
for  those  members  who  are  honestly  endeavouring  to 
maintain  a consistent  walk  themselves,  and  labouring  in 
their  respective  meetings  to  support  the  doctrines  and 
testimonies,  which,  we  as  a people,  are  called  to  promulgate 
in  the  world,  and  to  exemplify  in  life  and  conversation, 
often  perhaps  under  discouragement  on  account  of  the  low 
state  of  vital  religion  among  many  around  them. 

Greatly  have  we  desired  at  the  present  time  that  the 
hands  of  all  who  are  thus  concerned  and  engaged,  may  be 
strengthened,  and  their  faith  renewed  in  the  overruling 
care  and  regard  of  the  unslumbering  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
who,  we  believe,  is  still  stretching  out  his  arms  of  mercy 
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to  gather  all  within  the  safe  enclosure  of  his  fold.  He 
stands  as  ready  now  as  ever  He  did,  to  fulfil,  in  the  ex- 
perience of  his  humble,  faithful  followers,  the  ancient 
declaration,  “ He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them 
that  have  no  might,  He  iucreaseth  strength. ” 

Hear  Friends,  the  hearts  of  many  exercised  brethren 
have  been  afresh  warmed  with  Christian  love  towards  you, 
and  the  Church,  we  believe,  has  been  brought  into  near 
sympathy  with  its  members  in  the  different  meetings, 
whose  trials,  from  various  causes,  are  often  felt  to  be  great, 
and  who,  in  looking  at  the  many  hindering  things,  are 
ready,  in  sorrowing  doubt,  to  exclaim,  “ By  whom  shall 
Jacob  arise,  for  he  is  small  V’  These  feel  they  dare  not 
withdraw  from  doing  what  may  be  in  their  power  towards 
promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  by  striving 
to  walk  in  the  straight  and  narrow  way  which  Christ  has  cast  up 
for  his  disciples,  and  consecrated  by  his  footsteps.  It  may 
be  that  some  of  you  are  among  the  hidden  ones,  who  shrink 
from  much  expression  of  the  exercises  that  often  clothe 
your  spirits,  but  whose  secret  baptisms  and  prayers  are 
known  to  Him  who  seeth  in  secret,  and  tenderly  regards 
the  wants  and  dutiful  efforts  of  the  least  child  in  his  family, 
and  who,  in  his  own  time,  will  arise  for  the  help  of  his 
people,  and  bless  the  labour  of  their  hands. 

Let  none,  then,  be  unduly  discouraged,  because  there  may 
appear  much  work  to  be  done,  and  the  consistent,  dedicated 
laborers  but  few.  Bemember  that  the  good  cause  is  in 
the  keeping  of  the  blessed  Head  of  the  Church,  who  is 
omniscient  as  well  as  omnipotent,  and  that  He  has  declared 
that  to  the  increase  of  his  government  there  shall  be  no 
end.  If  we  seek  for  wisdom  and  strength  from  Him, 
and  patiently  perform  the  part  assigned  to  us  individually, 
however  much  we  may  feel  our  own  feebleness  and  the 
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burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  we  may,  nevertheless,  11  greatly 
rejoice,  though  now  for  a season,  if  need  be,  we  are  in 
heaviness  through  manifold  temptations.7’ 

It  is  cause  for  sorrow  that  more  evidence  is  not  given 
that  the  frequently  expressed  concern  of  this  meeting  that 
all  its  members  should  be  diligent  in  the  attendance  of 
their  religious  meetings,  has  not  been  productive  of  more 
lasting  fruit  than  there  is  reason  to  fear  is  manifest.  The 
query  may  be  put,  what  more  can  be  said  than  has  been 
already  said,  in  order  to  awaken  in  the  hearts  of  those  de- 
linquent in  the  performance  of  this  indispensable  duty,  a 
just  sense  of  the  great  loss  they  thus  sustain  ? But  let  none 
who  feel  the  obligation  to  comply  with  the  injunction  not 
to  forsake  the  assembling  themselves  together  for  divine 
worship,  grow  weary  in  well  doing,  either  in  meeting  with 
their  brethren  and  sisters,  or  in  laboring  in  the  love  of  the 
Gospel,  to  draw  the  careless  or  indifferent  among  their 
fellow-professors  to  unite  with  them  in  thus  presenting 
themselves  before  the  Most  High.  And  though  the  meet- 
ings many  attend,  may  be  small  and  often  without  vocal 
ministry,  yet,  when  assembled,  as  each  one  strives  to  retire 
to  the  gift  of  Divine  Grace  in  themselves,  we  doubt  not 
they  will  find  that  the  Minister  of  the  Sanctuary  and  true 
Tabernacle  will  officiate  for  them,  prepare  such  an  offering 
as  will  be  acceptable,  and  thus  enable  them  to  worship  Him 
in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,  to  their  edification  and  comfort. 

A concern  has  renewedly  prevailed  that  all  our  members 
by  taking  on  them  the  yoke  of  Christ,  may  be  made  willing 
to  have  their  wants  and  their  manner  of  living  circumscribed 
by  the  unerring  dictates  of  his  Spirit;  so  that  their  lives 
and  conversation  may  be  consistent  with  our  high  profes- 
sion. May  parents  and  other  heads  of  families  be  careful, 
through  watchfulness  unto  prayer,  to  bring  up  those  en- 
2# 
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trusted  to  their  training  and  guardianship,  in  plainness  of 
speech,  behaviour  and  apparel,  in  the  frequent  perusal  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  also,  in  a close  attention  to  the  moni- 
tions of  divine  grace  in  their  hearts  ; and  to  guard  them  from 
the  corrupt  conversation  of  the  world.  We  affectionately 
desire  they  may  keep  them  from  the  contaminating  influence 
of  fictitious  works,  and  of  others  calculated  to  implant  senti- 
ments inconsistent  with  the  religious  principles  of  Friends, 
and  to  destroy  their  relish  for  the  approved  writings  in 
which  these  principles  are  set  forth;  and  when  rightly 
qualified  therefor,  endeavor  to  imbue  -their  susceptible 
minds  with  love  for  that  gracious  Saviour  who  died  for  us 
all,  and  with  the  principles  of  his  gospel  of  life  and  salva- 
tion. 

Accept,  dear  Friends,  the  assurance  that  the  body  in  its 
collective  capacity,  feels  deeply  with  and  longs  unfeignedly 
for  the  welfare  of  all  its  members;  and  that  fervent  prayer 
has  arisen  from  many  hearts,  that  grace,  mercy  and  peace, 
may  be  multipled  among  you,  and  that  each  and  all,  walk- 
ing in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wis- 
dom, but  by  the  grace  of  God,  may  know  the  trial  of  their 
faith,  being  much  more  precious  than  gold  that  perisheth, 
(though  it  be  tried  by  fire,)  to  be  found  unto  praise  and 
honor  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Having  been  favored  to  transact  the  business  that  has 
come  before  us  in  much  harmony  and  brotherly  condescen- 
sion, thankful  for  the  preserving  power  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  so  graciously  manifested  from  season  to  season,  and 
with  fervent  desires  that  He  may  cause  the  blessed  love  and 
fellowship  of  the  gospel  more  and  more  to  increase  and 
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abound  among  us,  the  meeting  concluded ; to  meet  again 
at  the  usual  time  next  year,  if  consistent  with  the  Divine 

will. 

Extracted  from  the  Minutes. 

Joseph  Scattergood, 

Clerk  to  the  Meeting  this  year. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  following  changes  in  the  Correspondents  are  re- 
ported to  have  taken  place  : 

Bucks  Quarterly  Meeting  informs  that  Mahlon  Moon 
has  been  appointed  Correspondent  for  Falls  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, Penna.,  in  place  of  Nathaniel  B.  Jones.  Address, 
Morrisville  P.  0.,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

Concord  Quarterly  Meeting  informs  that  Truman  For- 
sythe has  been  appointed  Correspondent  for  Goshen  Monthly 
Meeting  in  the  place  of  John  Forsythe.  Address,  Street 
Road  P.  0.,  Chester  Co.,  Penna. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  BOOKS. 

To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Book  Committee  Reports  : — That  1230  volumes  and 
820  Pamphlets,  have  been  sold  or  given  away  from  the 
Book  Store  since  last  report.  Of  this  number  814  volumes, 
and  31  pamphlets  were  sold,  and  416  volumes  and  289 
pamphlets  were  given  away. 

The  estimated  cost  of  those  given  away  was  $190.75. 
The  amount  received  for  the  works  sold  is  $463.63 ; out  of 
which  there  has  been  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  $142.62, 


20 


and  the  balance  has  been  handed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting. 

The  expenditure  for  keeping  up  the  supply  of  books,  &c., 
for  the  Store,  has  been  $286.80;  made  up  as  follows:  For 
printing,  $101.92;  for  binding,  $153.29;  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  $31.59. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  volumes,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pamphlets  were  presented  to  the  following 
Libraries,  during  the  year,  viz  : 


Vols. 

Pamphlets. 

Library  of  the  Historical  Society  Pa.  in  Phila., 

36 

18 

“ for  Friends  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Library  of  Friends,  in  Neuse  and  Nahunta 

18 

12 

Monthly  Meetings,  N.  C., 

64 

20 

Library  of  Friends,  in  two  Monthly  Meetings 

in  Western  Quarter,  N.  C., 

36 

44 

Library  of  Friends,  in  Springfield  Monthly 

Meeting,  Guilford  Co.,  N.  C., 

18 

24 

Library  of  New  Garden,  Monthly  Meeting, 

N.  C., 

18 

18 

Library  of  Deep  River  Monthly  Meeting, 

N.  C., 

18 

30 

Library  of  Deep  Creek  Monthly  Meeting, 

N.  C., 

18 

25 

226 

191 

There  have  been  given  to  Friends  and  others 

in  neces- 

sitous  circumstances  17  volumes  and  20  pamphlets;  to 
professed  Ministers  in  other  religious  denominations  four 
volumes  and  one  pamphlet;  to  serious  enquiring  indi- 
viduals in  different  parts  of  the  country,  places  not  particu- 
larly designated,  23  volumes  and  9 pamphlets;  sent  to  New 
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Castle,  Delaware,  for  the  use  of  prisoners  in  that  place,  10 
volumes;  for  the  Orphan  House,  Hampton,  Virginia,  21 
volumes  and  12  pamphlets;  for  Friends  in  North  Carolina, 
18  volumes  and  12  pamphlets;  to  a convinced  member  in 
Salisbury,  N.  C.,  remote  from  a settlement  of  Friends,  18 
volumes  and  12  pamphlets;  for  Friends  and  others  near 
Camden,  Delaware,  14  volumes;  16  volumes  and  2 pam- 
phlets were  given  to  a French  Missionary  for  the  Island  of 
Tahiti;  3 volumes  and  12  pamphlets  were  sent  to  Eng- 
land; 23  volumes  and  6 pamphlets  were  taken  for  the  use 
of  Friends’  families  in  remote  parts  of  Iowa;  and  14 
volumes  and  12  pamphlets  for  Dunkards  and  others  in  Bote- 
tourt Couuty,  Virginia. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  several  of  those  to  whom 
our  books  have  been  sent,  expressing  grateful  feelings  for 
the  donation,  and  a desire  to  return  thanks  to  the  Book 
Committee. 

The  Journal  of  Thomas  Chalkley,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
stereotyper,  and  will  probably  be  completed  and  ready 
for  sale  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  works 
supplied  to  Libraries  were  sent  to  Friends  in  North  Caro- 
lina. In  those  parts  of  that  State  which  were  overrun  by 
the  opposing  armies,  the  members  of  our  religious  Society 
were  greatly  despoiled  of  their  property  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, their  Meeting  Houses  were  much  damaged,  and 
the  Libraries  found  in  them  destroyed.  In  other  parts  it 
was  found  at  the  close  of  the  war  there  were  but  few  books 
of  a religious  character  accessible  to  the  members  generally, 
and  little  or  no  means  among  them  to  remove  the  deficiency. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  sup- 
ply several  of  the  meetings  with  copies  of  some  of  the  ap- 
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proved  writings  of  Friends,  and  they  were  accordingly 
sent. 

The  assortment  of  books  in  the  Store  of  the  description 
for  the  distribution  of  which  it  was  established  is  good,  and 
the  sales  appear  to  be  annually  increasing.  We  think  this 
is  encouraging,  as  it  indicates  an  increasing  desire  on  the 
part  of  our  members  to  possess  or  to  distribute  the  instruc- 
tive works  put  forth  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commit- 
tee. We  deem  it  a matter  of  importance  that  the  rising 
generation  among  us,  should  make  themselves  familiar  with 
the  early  history  of  their  own  religious  Society,  and  with 
the  lives  and  labors  of  those  eminent  men  and  women  in  it, 
who,  having  become  deeply  versed  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gospel  by  living  in  accordance  therewith,  were  concerned  to 
leave  behind  them  some  account  of  their  experience  in  the 
way  and  work  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  their  Saviour.  For 
young  persons  just  starting  out  in  life,  this  kind  of  reading 
is  particularly  instructive  and  encouraging,  tending  to  fos- 
ter an  abiding  interest  in  the  work  of  salvation,  and  invit- 
ing to  dedication  of  their  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of 
the  Redeemer.  It  therefore  has  been  a primary  object  in 
conducting  the  Book  Store,  to  publish  such  works  as  are 
here  alluded  to,  at  as  small  cost  as  possible,  consistent  with 
having  them  printed  in  fair,  plain  type,  on  good  paper  and 
well  bound.  To  secure  a continued  supply,  most  of  our 
standard  works  have  been  stereotyped  ; a large  part  of  the 
cost  of  stereotyping  has  been  paid  out  of  funds  contributed 
by  a member  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  and  the  plates  are 
deposited  for  safe  keeping  in  fire-proof  vaults.  We  have  now 
plates  for  the  following  works,  viz:  Sewels’  History;  Geo. 
Fox’s  Journal ; R.  Barclay’s  Apology ; Penn’s  No  Cross  No 
Crown;  Phipps  on  Man;  Penn’s  Rise,  Progress  and  Key; 
Journals  of  John  Woolman,  John  Richardson,  William 
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Savery  and  John  Churchman;  Barclay’s  Catechism  and 
Confession  of  Faith  ; Lives  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Neale, 
Henry  Hull  and  Thos.  Ellwood,  also,  Letters  of  the  late 
John  Barclay. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Committee, 

Joseph  Elkinton, 
Nathan  Kite, 


